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STATE RECIDIVISM STUDIES

This database provides references for 99 recidivism studies conducted between 1995-2009 in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. The studies have been produced by a variety of agencies, including departments of corrections, sentencing commissions,
statistical analysis centers, and universities. The analyses addresses a broad variety of issues, including juvenile/adult status, gender, race, type of offense, type of program intervention, and many others. Because of this diversity, measurements of
recidivism rates are not necessarily comparable across jurisdictions, but overall the studies provide insight into the variety of factors that affect recidivism for people sentenced to incarceration or community supervision. 6/10

llgbama [ ] Juveniles 66% of juveniles recidivated I

Alabama Department of Adult 10,956 persons released in 2! 27.9%
Corrections
Alabama

42.4% returned to custody for any reason, 24.5% returned to custody
Arizona Department of 54,660 prisoners released from 1990- . " with .a r.|ew criminal m.m mitment, 23.2% acql{lrgd anew l.elony .
Corrections Felons 1099 Reincarceration after 3 years of release conviction, 5.9% acquired a new felony conviction for a violent crime,
30.9% committed a new felony offense, and 7.9% committed a new
violent felony offense resulting in recommitment
Arizona
538 sex offenders released in 2001;
N . " however, =290 because the status of
Arizona Criminal Justice g
‘Commission (Statistical Analysis Sex Offenders 252 of these individuals labeled as sex Percent rearrested for an) of crime
o Vs offenders could not be confirmed and Y type
Center Publication)
were subsequently excluded from the
study sample.
Arizona

California Department of 62,004 Felons released on parole in Reincarcerated within 1 year of release, and

Corrections and Rehabilitation 2004 reincarcerated within 2 years of release 52.7% recidivism rate after 2 years for all felons.

California
Reincarcerated within 1, 2, and 3 years of

California Department of 66,061 Felons released on parole in release; ratio of the number of recidivists 39.9% recidivism rate after 1 year; 54.2% recidivism rate after 2 year

Corrections and Rehabilitation 2005 of recidivating (number paroled) during the and 59% recidivism rate after 3 years.

California specified period.

California Department of 69,044 Felons released on parole in Reincarcerated within 1 year of release, and

Corrections and Rehabilitation 2006 reincarcerated within 2 years of release 40.2% recidivism rate after 1 year; 52.3% recidivism rate after 2 years.

California

Department of Corrections and

Central Connecticut State Reconviction within the 5 year period between .

University’s Institute for the Felons 8,821 felons released from 2001-2006 2001-2006 139% reconviction rate
Connecticut Study of Crime and Justice.

Offlcg of Polu.:y & M.anageme " 3 year follow-up; 1) new arrests 2) new \Within 3 years of release: 67% arrested for new offense, 55.6%
Criminal Justice Policy and . . . . " : . " "
. L Felons 16, 486 felons released in 2004 convictions 3) any incidence of re-incarceration, |convicted of new offense, 56% were incarcerated (any reincarceration),
Planning Division, Research, N N N
5 . . 4) returns to prison with a new sentence 36.7% reincarcerated for new offenses
Analysis and Evaluation Unit
Connecticut

District of .Columbla Department Felons Felons Reincarceration within 1 year 23% for all inmates

Georgia Department of Reconviction within 3 years of release from
Corrections prison
Georgia

Previous discharged offenders, probationers, 74% of discharged offenders recidivate within 5 years; 82% of

and parolees who are reincarcerated, revoked, |probationers recidivate within 30 months and declines to 12% after 3

or incarcerated for a new crime within 5 years of |years; 83% of parolees recidivate within 2 years and declines to 6% after
release 3 years.

Idaho Department of Corrections Felons

Rearrest and reincarceration within an average |80% of drug court graduates were not rearrested and only 8% committed
of 419 days and 1,243 days respectively drug offenses

Felons who participated in

drug courts Felons who participated in drug courts |Drug Court/Therapeutic courts

University of Cincinnati

Indiana Department of Reconviction within 3 years of release from
" Felons Felons N
Corrections prison
_ Indiana Department of Juveniles 1, 543 Juveniles released in 2004 Reincarceration within 3 years of release ffom | » ;. (3494) of juveniles recidivated
Corrections prison

Variety of program participants
evaluated, including: sex Rates of reconviction: Sex offender program (37.5%), Substance Abuse
offender program, 3 kinds of Treatment Program: ADAPT (37.5%), Substance Abuse Treatment

Kansas Department of Felons who participated in substance abuse programs, Reconviction within 1, 2 and 3 years of release |Program: CDRP (30.7%), Substance Abuse Treatment Program: TC

" 2007 : Felons N Y : :

Corrections various programs vocational education program, |from program (31.4%), Vocational Education Program (39%), Pre-Release Program
pre-release program, work (46.1%), Work Release Program (32.6%), Inner Change (28.1%), TTP
release program, inner change (85.7%)
program

Kansas

Louisiana Department of Public Adults Total population (male and female Reconviction or technical revocation within 5 Recidivism trend from 2003 to 2008: 2003 (46.5%), 2004 (45.8%), 2005
Safety and Corrections pop! (¢ ) years (41.6%), 2006 (34.6%), 2007 (26.7%), 2008 (11.1%)

Felons: comparing those in
education programs to those
not in education programs

Correctional Education

Felons participating in education . . " Participants had a 30.9% reincarceration rate; non-participants had a
Association Rearrest, reconviction, and reincarceration

programs 37.7% reincarceration rate

Michigan Department of Human Juveniles released from {2,379 juveniles released from . . . Felony arrest within 2 years of release from
Juvenile Residential Treatment

: " " - N . . i 37% for felony arrest and 10% for incarceration
Services residential treatment residential treatment juvenile facility ° Y °

Referral to the juvenile office for a legally
sufficient law violation (ordinance violations,
misdemeanor, or felony) during a calendar year
and receives one or more law violation(s) to
juvenile or adult court within one year of initial
referral's disposition date.

'Supreme Court of Missouri Juveniles 15, 910 juveniles

Missouri Sentencing Sex Offenders 808 sex offenders who completed a | STATIC-99 Sex offender

o s Reconviction within 3 years 29.7% within three years
'Commission sex offender program program (risk assessment tool)

" N N N " . . Recidivism rates are lowest under a probation sentence, increases with
Missouri Sentencing Reincarceration and new conviction within 6 " . .
- Felons Sentences Recommended sentences ‘Community Structured Supervision (CSS) sentences, and is highest for
|Commission months, 1, 2, 3, and 5 years N
prison and shock and treatment programs.

Nebraska Department of Felons Felons Reconviction within 3 years of release from
Corrections prison
Nebraska

" Reincarceration as a result of a new sentence
New Hampshire Department of . " P
. 1,082 Felons or parole or probation revocation within three
Corrections
years of release
p

62 juveniles who exited the juvenile Any referral to the Juvenile Justice Department,
University of Memphis Juveniles in drug court drug court program between 2001- Juvenile Drug Court or any new arrest as an adult (exposure time Juvenile drug court graduates recidivated at rate of 28%
2002 varied)
New Mexico

" Reconviction within 3 years of release from
New Mexico Independent Felons Felons prison ¥
New Mexico

Rearrest, reconviction, and reincarceration
N N N within 3 years; Two interim outcomes also
Nor.lh Carqllna Sentem.:lnt:; and Felons 56, 983 offenders released in FY 2003 measured: technical revocation of probation or |38.7% rearrested, 26.4% reconvicted, and 29.1% reincarcerated
Policy Advisory Commission 04 . . . .
post-release supervision and prison infractions
during incarceration
: : All subsequent delinquent complaints and adult
Eg;’i‘: (izrvoilslza Sgonrfr:?;rs‘?o:"d Juveniles 20, 236 juveniles arrests within 3 years following first court event |Overall recidivism rate: 56.6%
4 Y of sample period (June 1, 2004--June 30, 2005)

'OPI group recidivated at 54%, comparison group recidivated at 58% :
differences not statistically significant

(Ohio Department of Felons participating in Ohio Felons participating in Ohio Penal

Rehabilitation and Corrections Penal Industry program Industry program Reconviction within 5 years of release

(Ohio Department of

Rehabilitation and Corrections Sex Offenders Sex Offenders Reconviction for any offense within 10 years

Reconviction of new felony within 3 years of
release from prison

F e -

Corrections

g

‘Oregon Department of
Corrections Research and 2009
Statistics
g

Reconviction of any felony within 3 years of

Felons .
release from prison

Paroled offender 2005 cohort: 29.3%; Probation 2005 cohort: 24.2%

3, 324 released Felons

Rhode !sland Department of 2004
Corrections
Rhode Island

Corrections Commission 2006 Juveniles Juveniles in Adult Corrections STAR Academy Program E::oo:vlcnon within 3 years of release from
South Dakota

Texas Legislative Budget Board 2005
Texas

Texas Legislative Budget Board 2005 Juveniles Juveniles
Texas

Reconviction within 3 years of release from

Reincarceration for any offense in 3 year period
of release

Vermont Department of
Corrections
Vermo

Vermor!t Department of 2008
Corrections
Vermont

Reconviction, length of time not factored into 65% of males, 50% of females

Senter!clr!g Guidelines 2004
Commission
Washington

Senter!clr!g Guidelines 2005 Juveniles 13,127 juveniles
Commission
Washington

Wisconsin Sentencing
Commission

Any disposition (sentence) in which the
offender’s juvenile history contains a disposition
(sentence); length of time between convictions
not factored into report because database used
does not contain data relating to dates of
release from confinement

77% rate for boys and 72% rate for girls

Reconviction in a 23 year period 36% between 198
Wisconsin

support for this database was conducted by Laura Brinkman, Ajima Olaghere, and Sarah Schirmer.

Rates by offense: Robbery (30.3%), Burglary (39.7%), Forgery (32.6%), Rape & Sex Offenses (22.6%), Assault (21.6%), Drugs (24%); Rates
by ethnicity & gender: black male (28.7%), white male (28.9%), white female (23.6%), black female (19.8%), male (28.7%), female (21.9%)

Those who participated in work and education programs, vocational education, and substance abuse treatment had recidivism reduced by an
average of 25%. Prison industry programs reduced recidivism by approximately 34%.

58% of non-sex offenders were rearrested for a new crime within 3 years of release. 56.7% of sex offenders who were rearrested were charged
with a felony. This is higher than the 41.6% of non-sex offenders who were rearrested for a felony offense. Latino men (45.8%) released in
2001 were more likely than Caucasian men (22.8%) to be rearrested for a new crime within the first 3 years of release. Latino men (5.1%) and
black men (3.0%) had the highest rearrest rates for another sex crime compared to Caucasian men (1.9%).The younger the prisoner when
released, the higher the rate of recidivism--63.3% of offenders under the age of 25 at release were rearrested for some type of crime within 3
years compared to 21% of those age 45 or older.

47% recidivated who were not given supervision post-release. Supervision in halfway house significantly reduced recidivism, to 24% (or half of
the reconviction rate of those unsupervised).

Those released to half-way houses were less likely to be rearrested (63.7%), reconvicted (51.7%), and reincarcerated (35.5%) across the
release cohort. For example, probationers and those under transitional supervision were rearrested, reconvicted, and reincarcerated at rates of
70.8%, 59%, and 41.7%. Those in transitional supervision were rearrested at 71.7%, reconvicted at 57.8%, and reincarcerated at 37.3% of the
time. Modest decline in reincarceration rate for new offense from 2006 study.

from 37% in 2006 after instituting "Risk Reduction Services"

50% of probationers who recidivate will do so within one year, 83% within 2 years.

Those who failed to complete the program had a 60% rearrest rate; 53% of those in the comparison group recidivated

Nearly 50% of those charged with weapons charges recidivated; the younger the offenders were the more likely they were to recidivat
offenders were the most likely to recidivate

Nearly 38% of African American juvenile offenders returned to the DOC, a higher rate than both Caucasian and Hispanic offenders; 74% of
juveniles returned for a new crime, as opposed to a technical violation

Sex offender treatment was the most beneficial; those who needed program but didn't receive treatment recidivated at a rate of 56.1% vs. those
\who were in the program recidivating at 37.7%; Substance abuse treatment (3 types) had beneficial outcomes; those who received treatment
recidivated at slightly lower rates than those who needed treatment and did not receive it.

Recidivism rates were higher for minorities

29% male offenders reoffend within 12 months, compared to 19% of females. 31% of black youth return to the care of juvenile authorities
through recidivating, followed by American Indian offenders (26%), and white offenders (24%).

0.6% convicted of a new sex offense; 60% of high risk sex offenders returned within 3 years, 26.3% for moderate-high risk offenders, 32.3% for
low-moderate risk offenders, and 18.2% for low risk sex offenders

'When the recommended sentence of probation is imposed (occurs 77% of the time), recidivism rates are low. However, when the recommended
sentence is probation and actual sentence is prison, recidivism rates are much higher, whether measured by new conviction or reincarceration.
The same high trend of recidivism continues if the scenario is reversed.

Recidivism rate for males was 45.2%; females 34.6%; males younger than 25 had highest recidivism rate (52.8%) while females between 20-25|
and in their forties recidivated 41.7% and 40% of the time, respectively. Offenders convicted of drug crimes had the lowest recidivism rate
(36.5%) compared to those convicted of violent crimes (40.3%), public order crimes (47.6%), and property crimes (50.2%).

‘Compared to similar subjects who did not receive drug court treatment, those who participated in the program had much lower recidivism rates

Most rearrests occurred within the first year of release, Factors that decreased the probability of rearrest included being married, employed,
having at least twelve years of education, having a felony as the current conviction, having a longer prison sentence imposed, and having more
prior incarcerations. Age also decreased an offender’s chance of rearrest, with offenders being less likely to be rearrested as they grew older.
Those with post-release supervision had lower rearrest rates than those without PRS. Ages 21 and younger had the highest recidivism rates.

Violent juvenile offenders were least likely to recidivate (39.8%) compared to serious (57.5%) and minor offense (56.9%) juvenile offenders.

Blacks had higher recidivism rates overall.

22.3% for new crime (sex crime and others), 11.7% for technical violation

Those released from Home Confinement had lower recidivism rates than those released from secure facilities. Those in substance abuse
treatment programs had about a 23% recidivism rate, lower than those with abuse issues who did not complete treatment

48% of recidivists were African American, property and drug offenses make up over 60% combined of recidivist crimes, annually parole violatorg
make up 25% of prison admissions.

release
_ Offense occurring within 3 year period of 50% for persons released in 2004 and 60% for persons released in 1994

54.6% of those 15-24 recidivated and 65.6% of those 25-34; 73% of African American men recidivated compared to 65% of Caucasian men and
51% of Hispanic men. Property and drug offenses were the most common re-offense type.

African Americans accounted for 3.9% of the Washington population, but accounted for 13.1% of all juvenile dispositions and had a recidivism
rate of 78.1%. Recidivism rate of Hispanics, 82.3%, was highest of all racial groups with Caucasian rate at 75.1% and Asian/Pacific Islanders at|
65.1%

American Indians most likely to recidivate (45%) followed by black (43%), Hispanic (37%), white (33%) and Asian/Pacific Islander (24%)
offenders. American Indian and black offenders made up 3% and 22% of the offender group, but recidivate at the highest rates.
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