Prison Policy Initiative Volunteer Application

Name:

Email:

Date:

The goal of this form: 

This form helps the Prison Policy Initiative staff learn about the skills, availability, and interests of motivated professionals in a way that allows us to develop exciting and meaningful projects that are mutually helpful. 

The organization: 

Six staff with diverse skills design innovative research projects and coordinate creative and successful inter-disciplinary criminal justice reform campaigns from a small town in Western Massachusetts.

You:

You want to make meaningful contributions to the cause of criminal justice reform and existing Prison Policy Initiative campaigns, either from our Western Massachusetts office or from your home city. You are a self-starter who has unique skills and energy to contribute.

Our process:

First, you fill out this form. (We know that it’s a quirky form. There are no right or wrong answers, and we appreciate it when applicants are totally honest, because it helps us think creatively about how we can work together.)
We’ll put you on a low-volume, announcement-only email list that will describe volunteer opportunities as they come up. If the right one pops up at the right time, be in touch. These projects will often be part of our existing work but are things that make sense to delegate to people in other parts of the country. Often these projects will not require extensive experience in criminal justice reform.),
We’ll also review your form for any special skills or experiences that might be the key to completing an existing project.  

Example collaborations:

· A lawyer who knows a particular type of financial law helped us with a submission to the FCC. (Bonus story: Staff have known of this individual’s interest in prison reform for over a decade, but we never knew his day-job specialty, or we would have asked for his help earlier!)

· A former intern now working in DC attended a rally and took pictures of one of our board members submitting 36,000 petitions to the Federal Communications Commission calling for fair phone rates for the families of incarcerated people.

· Supporters in NYC recruited people to attend a fundraiser.

· A comedienne in Massachusetts coordinated and wrote the scripts for funny videos that supplemented a report.
· A filmmaker in Boston helped us set up shots for video interviews, and a film professor in Chicago suggests ways that we can fix tricky editing problems in our videos.

· A data artist helped us find new ways to express data about felon disenfranchisement and international rates of incarceration. 

· A printmaker turned lawyer used his PhotoShop skills to help us develop a new way of mapping the impact of prison gerrymandering.

· A group of programmers built a tool to make the Federal Communications Commission’s docket of hundreds of thousands of comments about the regulation of the prison and jail telephone industry searchable

Location (because knowing where you are makes all kinds of things possible):

Your address: 

Your city state and zip: 

Availability:
Please describe what kind of time you could contribute, e.g. a consistent 2hrs a week, or tens of hours on a special project once a year, etc.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your background:

Your degree(s) and subjects:


Your current (and past) professions:___


Special skills that we find helpful to know about (we often find ways to take a seemingly irrelevant skill and turn it into something amazing): 
Skill
Experience
Your interest in 


(scale of 0 to 10;
utilizing this 


0=not at all, 10=expert)
experience (0-10)

Research and writing:

Legal research and writing:
___
___
Journalistic research and writing:
___
___
Computer skills:

Geographic information systems 

(Arcview/Maptitude)
___
___
Programming
___
___
     Specify Languages:

LaTeX (We have an idea for something activism-oriented where LaTeX would be much better suited than our current JavaScript approach)
___
___
Art & Design:

Graphic design
___
___
Photography
___
___
Animation (any type)
___
___
Fine art 
___
___
Crafts
___
___
Performance arts:

Theatre
___
___
Music 
___
___
Music composition (We’d love to have someone compose music to support the videos we make. We haven’t had the skills to make that possible in the past.)


___
___
Audio/video

Audio recording
___
___
Video recording
___
___
Audio/video editing
___
___
Non-profit management stuff:

Fundraising
___
___
Accounting (We are currently looking to change accounting systems and could use some advice.)

___
___
Math & Telling Stories with numbers:

Statistics
___
___

Data visualization
___
___

Other

Grassroots organizing:
___
___

Non-English Language
___
___
    Specify Languages:

Interests and hobbies (of any sort): 

Optional
· If you have one handy, resumes help us understand your background and skill set. 

· Writing samples on any topic in any format. If you think it helpful, please send. 
